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NOTES AND NEWS 



Professor G. V. N. Dearborn considers that the summary of his paper 
read before the American Psychological Association, at Cambridge, De- 
cember 27, 1905, which was printed in the sixth number of this Journal 
for the current year, is unjust to the opinions actually expressed in the 
paper presented. Professor Dearborn objects to being understood as 
saying that ' the various properties of muscle protoplasm satisfy the 
criteria of correlation better than does the cerebral cortex.' He prefers 
to say that the muscles are only one of several sorts of protoplasm com- 
posing the organism, and his discussion of the muscles was intended to 
give one example of the fitness for correlation of protoplasm generally. 
Professor Dearborn objects to the assumption in current text-books that 
the seventeen grams of cells in the cortex cerebri correlate all the phe- 
nomena known as consciousness. 

" L'une des decouvertes les plus etonnantes que les physiciens aient 
annoncees dans ces dernieres annees, c'est que la matiere n'existe pas." 
Thus H. Poincare begins his article entitled ' La fin de la matiere ' in the 
Athenaeum for February 17. He continues: "The essential attribute of 
matter is its mass, its inertia. It is the mass which everywhere and 
always remains constant, which persists when a chemical transformation 
has altered all the sensible qualities and seems to have made another 
body. If, then, one were to prove that the mass, the inertia of matter, 
did not really pertain to it . . . that this mass, the constant par excellence, 
is itself variable, one might well say that matter does not exist. Now 
this is precisely what is announced." Professor Poincare examines the 
effect which the researches and conclusions of Abraham, Kaufmann and 
Lorentz and the doctrine of electrons should have in discrediting matter. 
In the light of these inquiries mass appears as a phenomenon due to 
electrical activity, and in this case M. Poincare concludes, " il n'y a pas 
de vraie matiere, il n'y a plus qua des trous dans I'ether." 
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The Eoyal Academy of Science and Letters, of Denmark, makes the 
following announcement of the topic for 1906 proposed by the section 
of philosophy for competitive discussion: "During the latter part of 
the nineteenth century philosophy has been, to a great extent, con- 
cerned with the nature of knowledge, its value and its limits. Dur- 
ing this period the term 'theory of knowledge' became a current 
one. In studying this question, philosophers, particularly in Ger- 
many and France, have adopted in a greater or less degree principles 
laid down by Kant. The aim of their inquiry has been primarily to 
find by methods of analysis the fundamental forms and conditions of 
knowledge, and it has been assumed for the most part that these forms 
and conditions must be determined ultimately by the nature of the hu- 
man cognitive faculties. Recently, however, the problem has been treated 
from an opposite point of view, namely, that the actual development of 
knowledge, its conditions and its processes, must be determined wholly 
by necessities which have to be met, and by goals to be reached. This 
method known variously as the ' economical,' ' biological,' ' pragmatic,' etc., 
theory has had already a certain success. For the sake of brevity we 
will call the two theories in question criticism and pragmatism. Since 
it is clear that there must be, on the one hand, a certain relation between 
the forms and the conditions in accordance with which the human 
faculties of knowledge manifest themselves, and the necessities, on the 
other hand, which knowledge is called upon to meet, and the tasks that it 
succeeds in performing, the Academy of Science at Copenhagen proposes 
the following problem for competitive discussion: To examine, from the 
point of view of the theory of knowledge and from the point of view of 
psychology, the relation between criticism and pragmatism." The gold 
medal of the Academy will be awarded as a first prize, and competing 
essays must be ready by October 31, 1907. Further particulars may be 
had from the Secretary of the Academy, Professor H. G. Zeuthen, at the 
University of Copenhagen. 

In the Yale department of philosophy, R. P. Angier, Ph.D. (Har- 
vard), at present assistant in the Berlin laboratory with Professor Nagle, 
has been appointed instructor in psychology. Mr. E. H. Cameron, MA. 
(Yale), at present fellow in psychology and philosophy at Yale, has also 
been appointed instructor in psychology. Professor G. H. Palmer, of 
Harvard, has been appointed lecturer in ethics, and Dr. Henry Rutgers 
Marshall lecturer in esthetics and psychology. 

Professor Hugo Munsterberg gave the last of the Harvard lectures 
for this year at Yale University, on March 16. His subject was ' Science 
and Idealism.' 

Dr. F. Kruger, docent in philosophy at Leipzig and assistant in the 
laboratory of Professor Wundt, has accepted a chair of philosophy in 
Buenos Ayres. 

Professor George H. Howison, of the University of California, will 
give a course of lectures at Yale University on ' The Human Import of 
Philosophy.' 



